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Every parent knows that children require sacrifice and a

willingness to do whatever you can for that child’s well

being.  Sometimes that sacrifice means asking for help and

moving to where your child can receive the best medical

treatment.  For the sake of three year old Paige’s health,

Darmin and Lana decided to temporarily relocate to a fam-

ily members’ home in southern Indiana from their home in

Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  By doing so, they would be

closer to the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital where Paige

would be receiving her bone marrow transplant along with

a series of treatments.  Volunteer pilot, Tex Hull, graciously

facilitated this mission to relocate the family.  LifeLine Pi-

lots is looking forward to receiving the call that Paige is

doing better and the family is ready to return to Grand

Rapids.  
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Lana and Paige enjoying the

ride to Indiana

Lana, Adam, Paige and Darmin

ready to make the journey 

with volunteer pilot, Tex Hull

Noah with his parents, Ernest and

Nelly, & volunteer pilot, Ross Wear

Families’ Hope sustained 
by Generous volunteer pilots

From Lansing, IL to Philadelphia, PA, Noah’s family trav-

els to see his specialist.  With the assistance of Angel Flight

East, LifeLine Pilots is able to assist the family.  Thank you

to volunteer pilots Ross Wear, Richard Lawrence, Brad

Stoltzful and Richard Howell for flying this mission.  

Established in 1981, 
LifeLine Pilots’ mission is to facilitate FREE

air transportation through volunteer pilots
for financially distressed passengers with

medical/humanitarian needs



We are excited to announce that our Volunteer Recruitment program is well underway at

LLP.  We hosted an Open House on Saturday, March 28 to make the local community more

aware of the mission of LLP and to get potential volunteers through our doors.  The Open

House was very successful. We are also advertising for volunteers in area newspapers, vol-

unteer websites, and through word of mouth. 

Interested and eligible volunteers will be trained and supervised by Lori Coffey.  She will

work with each individual volunteer’s talents, abilities and schedule to maximize their pro-

ductivity.  Some examples of possible volunteer projects are:

*Assisting with large mailings 

*Assisting with our upcoming fundraising banquet 

*Distributing promotional materials to hospitals, social workers and physicians’ offices

*Contacting print/TV media in other cities & states when a mission is taking place for possible                 

media coverage 

We have already had great success with one volunteer, who also happens to be a Volunteer Pilot

with LLP.  Ross Wear is using his knowledge as a pilot to assist with the huge task of updating

our Pilot Database.  He is calling all active pilots to ensure that their contact and aircraft infor-

mation is correct. Ross is encouraging the pilots to log into the database on their own, which is a

timesaver for our staff.  Finally, Ross is asking the pilots if they would be interested in helping

recruit potential donors or volunteer pilots.  Thanks, Ross, for your contribution to LifeLine Pi-

lots!!

Be watching for further news regarding volunteer happenings at LLP!  Volunteers are going to

help us take flight as we continue to grow the mission of LifeLine Pilots.

Welcome New pilots
Akins, William

Bizzell, Donald

Boccaccio, Donald

Boulanger, Peter

Coady, Michael

Hasselhof, Gert

Lori joined LifeLine Pilots in February 2009.  She received her As-

sociate’s Degree from Illinois Central College and a B.S. in Biol-

ogy from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Lori

worked for five years in biomedical research at the University of

Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria.  She has been an active vol-

unteer for the past 7 years with the Juvenile Diabetes Research

Foundation (JDRF), increasing funds and awareness for type 1 (ju-

venile) diabetes.   As Volunteer Coordinator for LLP, Lori plans to

increase awareness of LLP’s mission in the local community and

recruit potential donors and dedicated volunteers who will help fur-

ther our mission.

Volunteers Help Us Take Flight

Shelly joined LifeLine Pilots in January 2008.  She attended

Illinois Central College.  She had worked as a Paralegal/Legal

Assistant for the past 8 years.  She has been very involved with

fundraising for Ducks Unlimited and the Dream Factory.  She

has enjoyed mission coordination and is now very excited

about taking on the challenge of continuing and increasing

LifeLine Pilots funding.

Staff Announcements 

Ross Wear, 

Pilot and Office Volunteer

Shelly Livengood,
Development/Mission Coordinator

Lori Coffey, Volunteer Coordinator
Keith Laken, Executive Director; Lori Coffey, Volunteer Coordinator;

Shelly Livengood, Development/Mission Coordinator;

Karen Halverson, Assistant Director

Open House at the 

LifeLine Pilots’ office in Peoria, IL 

Holland, Carl

Holland, Reggie

North, John

Powell, Phillip

Schue, Margaret

Thank you to Byerly Aviation and the
Explorers group for assisting

with the open house!



LifeLine Pilots is very excited to annouce our first annual banquet to be held

at the Byerly Terminal at the General Downing Peoria International Airport.

The following is a list of items needed to make the event a success.

* Volunteers needed to work on event day

* Donated new and/or homemade auction items

* LifeLine Pilots’ Volunteer Pilot speaker

* LifeLine Pilots’ former or current passenger speaker

Please consider what contribution you can make to this exciting new venture.

If you can contribute, please contact Shelly Livengood at 309-369-1559 or

at missions@lifelinepilots.org. 

We look forward to seeing you in September!

Silent AuctionDelicious Dinner

Games

Raffles

Live
Aucti

on

Saturday, September 26, 2009

1st Annual Fundraising Banquet



LifeLine Pilots’ Aid Kits

Pilot Aid Kit Includes:

1.  Instructions/Suggestions

along with background in-

formation on LifeLine Pilots 

2. Volunteer Pilot Packets

3. Info Stand for FBOs

4. DVDs

5. Pilot Brochures

Outreach Aid Kit Includes: 

1. Instructions/Suggestions

along with background infor-

mation on LifeLine Pilots

2. Brochures

3. Info Stand for Referral Sources

4. Question/Answer Sheets

5. DVDs

Donor Aid Kit Includes:

1. Instructions/Suggestions

along with background infor-

mation on LifeLine Pilots

2.  Estate Planning Information

3.  Donor Envelopes

4.  Brochures

5.  DVDs

2009 EAA AirVenture

July 27th - August 2nd

Many hands make light work!  LifeLine Pilots is looking for many hands to help with the tasks of educating oth-

ers about our mission.  Whether it is those needing the help, wanting to help or donate to the organization, all must

be reached out to in order for LifeLine Pilots to continue its valuable service.  A new initiative is taking shape.  As

a volunteer in this new process, you will receive a LifeLine Pilots “Aid Kit.”  Each kit provides the tools neces-

sary to educate a target group; volunteer pilots, passengers and donors.  

Promoting General Aviation has become critical with all the nega-

tive legislation attempting to tax and regulate the flying industry.

A major new theme of EAA this year is Fly 4 Life.  Fly 4 Life will

showcase the overwhelming depth of good accomplished by Gen-

eral Aviation. The large display will be on the southern edge of the

Aero Shell Square.  Volunteer Pilots, please take some time to

check it out during your visit to AirVenture to receive your com-

plimentary token of thanks. 

LifeLine Pilots will be returning to our AirVenture home at

booth 2055 in Hangar B. Volunteers are needed to assist with the

manning of the booth.  Exhibit hours are 9 am to 5 pm each day.  If

you would be willing to talk to attendees about your experience as

a volunteer pilot for LifeLine Pilots or to volunteer for the Fly 4

Life booth, please contact Lori Coffey at volunteer@lifelinepi-

lots.org or at 309-229-0531 to let her know of your availability.

Volunteers will receive a LLP t-shirt and our sincere appreciation

of helping to promote the organization! 

Three year old Riggen and his mother, Mary, on their way from Wyoming to

treatment at the Children’s Hospital in Denver, CO.  Thank you to volunteer

pilot, Mike Forney, for making this trip possible for Riggen.

To receive an “Aid Kit,” please contact Karen Halverson

at 309-229-0400 or at karen@lifelinepilots.org.



Thank you for your Generosity
November 2008 thru March 2009

Daily, Mr.& Mrs. Whit

Damone, Michael

Davis, Elizabeth

Davis, Jack & Angelina

DeJoris, John

Dodds, Mr.& Mrs. Don

Donnersberger, David

Dr. Scholl Foundation 

Duffy Foundation

Dyer, David

Ellingham, Jack

Epner, Mark

Evans, Dr. R.B.

Fuller, Jonathan

Garske, Dee

Gasek, Leonard & Gloria

George Eisenberg Foundation

Gerhardt Building Trust

Gerschbacher, Larry & Cheryl 

Gillette, Robert & Judith

Gorman, John & Susan

Grandone, Helen

Gunji, Kimiko

Hanig, James

Harrington, Thomas & Judith

Hawes, Norb

Hayes, Paul & Alice

Hertz, J.K. 

Hood, James

Hull, Tex

Hylbert, David

John W. Anderson Foundation

Johnson Family Foundation 

Kara Foundation

Adler, Jeffrey & Patricia

Albers, William

Alicea, Iris

Alicea, Willie & Margaret

Andrews, Mike

Arkwell, Kathy

AT&T United Way Employee Giving

Auster, Michael

Baake, Vernon & Wendy

Baker, George

Bendersky, Armand

Benson, Joan

Beukelman, Ken & Barbara

Blake, Nancy

Boehm, Wayne & Carol

Bracke, George

Brayer, Richard & Lori

Brewer, Ronald & Barbara

Brigandi, George

Brooks, Howard & Jean

Brown, Dale

Buchholz, Don

Busha, George

Casey Coyne Fund

Catan, Joseph & Dena

Cecere, Anthony

Chien, Dr. Bruce

Chill, Mrs. Max

Cichy, Daniel

Clark, Bobby Gene

Clark, J. Scott

Combellick, J.D.

Cox, Robert & McCarthy, Gail

Cutler, Edward & Renee 

Kaufmann, Paul

Kennedy, James

Kinsey, Euel

Kohn, Jerome

Kolber, Mark

Kramer, Susan

Laken, Keith

Laken, Thomas

Larson, Ronald & Caroline

Lee, Susan

Levin, David & Judith 

Liebig, Richard

Lions Club of Long Grove, IL

Low, Richard

Marien, Charles

Martin, Gary & Nan

Martin, Vernon & Wanda

McPheeters, Mr. & Mrs. F. Lynn

Metzel, Peyton

Mitchell, Betty 

Murray, John P 

Nicola, Elbert

Nichols, Roger

Nicholson, Robert

Parkhurst, Ruth

Pecirno, Margaret

Perfetti, Cristy

Peters, Gordon 

Pierce, Matthew

Pond, Fred

Prellwitz, Grant

O’c Family Foundation 

Opler Foundation 

Oppold, Robert & Patricia

Reardon Family Foundation

Rehnstrom, Alan

Reuling, Doris

Rosenlund, Larry J.

Rosenthal Bros, Inc

Schauer, Peter & Marie Claude

Schreder, Joe & Jackie 

Semler, Loren

Servant Christian Community

Foundation

Sholem, Mr.& Mrs. Stanford

Sill, Bryan

Shorr, Karen

Sirk Family Foundation

Smith, Kevin & Patricia

Smolensky, Ira & Marjorie

Sowder, Jack

Special People in Need

Stallman, Margaret

Stiefel, John

Svec, Jim

Taft, Donald

Teahen, Peter

Thomas, William & Elizabeth 

Thompson, Robert & Beverly

TTX Company

VanderWerf Foundation

Vawter, Larry & Luz

Walters, Bayard

Wenk Insurance Agency

Whitsitt, Wanda 

Wilkinson, Ronald

Wipotnik, Lou

LifeLine Pilots is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-

zation that facilitates free air transportation

through volunteer pilots for financially dis-

tressed passengers with medical or humanitarian

needs. LifeLine Pilots is funded entirely through

the generosity of foundations, corporations and private

donors. Program services and outreach initiatives are met

through ninety-five cents of every dollar raised in support

of our mission.  Your generous, tax-deductible donation

will enable us to connect more volunteer pilots with needy

passengers.  LifeLine Pilots sincerely appreciates your
commitment to our mission.

Christina, accompanied by her husband,

William, traveling to the Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, MN. They  were able to do so

thanks to volunteer pilots Mike Samp

(pictured) and Dick Miller.

Thank you to WMBD-TV of Peoria, WEEK 25

of Peoria and the Peoria Journal Star for helping

with media attention for the Open House.



Elected Officers:

Euel Kinsey, Chairman

Michael Peifer, Vice Chairman

Nancy Blake, Secretary

Jerry Mauer, Vice President of Finance

Board of Directors:

Mike Auster

Nancy Blake

George Brigandi

Richard Borovec

George Busha

Dr. Bruce Chien

Dan Cichy

Chris Goehausen

David Kantor

Paul Kaufmann

Euel Kinsey

Keith Laken

Jerry Mauer

Charles Mueller

Todd Parkhurst

Mike Peifer

Gary Rahmeyer

Bryan Sill

Jim Svec

Wanda Whitsitt, Founder

Go Green!  Send your email address

to Karen@lifelinepilots.org to re-

ceive the LifeLine Pilots’ newsletter

via email!

LifeLine Pilots 
Board of Directors

Byerly Terminal, Suite 302

6100 W. Dirksen Parkway

Peoria, IL  61607

Phone:  800-822-7972
Fax:  309-210-9800

Email:  missions@lifelinepilots.org

www.lifelinepilots.org

Making Miracles 

Happen One Flight 

at a Time


